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Victim Impact Statements

Note: If you do not understand some words in this document, you can find the meanings on the DPP website under ‘Commonly Used Terms’. Please click the Easy Read/Plain English version.


When a defendant pleads guilty to the charges before the Court, the victim can write a Victim Impact Statement (VIS).

A VIS is a statement you can write that has details of how the offence has impacted you. This can be your chance to tell the Court what has happened to you because of the offence. The Magistrate or Judge will read this and use it when thinking about what sentence to give to the defendant.

You do not have to write a VIS. You can choose to if you want.

Who can make a VIS?
A VIS can be made by:
· A victim 
· A parent/guardian/carer of the victim
· Someone with a close relationship to the victim

How is a VIS used in Court?
A VIS can be:
· Read out loud by you (the writer)
· Read out loud by the prosecutor
· Read out loud by someone else, like the informant
· Given to the Magistrate/Judge to read and not read out loud

You can choose how your VIS is delivered.

If you want to read your VIS out loud but do not want to be in the Courtroom, you may be able to read it from a Remote Witness Room (RWR). A RWR is a room away from the Courtroom. You would be on a video-link which is played in the Courtroom. 

Not everyone is allowed to use the RWR and sometimes we have to ask the Courts first. If you would like to know about using the RWR, please ring our office.

Who sees my VIS?
Your VIS will be seen by:
· The prosecutor
· The defendant
· The lawyer for the defendant
· The Magistrate or Judge

If you choose to have your VIS read out loud to the Court, the people in the Courtroom will hear it. People who work in the media might also be there. If you are worried about this, please tell our office.

What can I write in my VIS?
Your VIS should be about how you have suffered harm from the offence. 

This harm can be:
· Physical. For example: injuries
· Mental/emotional. For example: stress, grief
· Financial. For example: loss of money or job



You might want to tell the Court how your life has changed since the offence. The offence might have impacted your:
· Relationships with family/friends
· Day-to-day actions. For example: going to the shops
· Job
· Studies
· Living arrangements
· Feelings of safety

If a person has died in this offence, you can write about them and your relationship with them.

A VIS can be long or short. It can be in any format. For example, you can use headings or dot points. You might want to have drawings in your VIS. It is your choice how your VIS looks. 

You can change your VIS any time before the sentence.

What can I not include in my VIS?
You should not write:
· Your version of events. These details will be in other documents given to the Court.
· What you think the defendant should get as a sentence.
· Any abuse or rude language.
· Details about other incidents – you should only write about the current charges before the Court.

Someone from our office will tell you if there is anything that needs to be taken out of the statement. 

If the defendant’s lawyer would like to question you on anything written in your statement, you may be cross-examined. This means you will be asked questions from both the prosecutor (from our office) and the defendant’s lawyer. This may happen in the Courtroom or in the RWR, depending on where you read your statement. 

If the defendant does not have a lawyer, they have to ask the Court first if they can cross-examine you.

Getting help with your statement
A Victim Impact Statement must be written by you, but if you would like some help there are many support services who can guide you.

Our office can be contacted on (02) 6207 5399. Please ask to speak with the Witness Assistance Team.

You can also ring the following agencies:

ACT Policing (Victims Liaison Office)                                         (02) 5126 9113
Victims Support ACT                                                                     1800 822 272
Domestic Violence Crisis Service (DVCS)                                  (02) 6280 0900
Canberra Rape Crisis Centre (CRCC)                                          (02) 6247 2525

Completing your VIS

Please send your finished VIS to DPP_WA@act.gov.au or leave a hard copy at the DPP reception. Our office needs the finished VIS at least a week before the sentence date, so we can read over it and contact you if anything needs to be changed.

Please also complete the VIS coversheet, found below.
· If you are the victim, please use Attachment A
· If you are someone other than the victim, like a parent, carer, family member or partner please use Attachment B
· If the victim has passed away, please use Attachment C

If you need help filling out the coversheet, please contact the Witness Assistant Service at our office.
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Attachment A



VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT



Name of victim: 		

Name of offender:	

Criminal charges:     	

Court:								

Date:						


					  

I consent to the tender of this statement in Court proceedings					☐

Please select from the boxes below to reflect how you would like your VIS presented
to the Court:
	
I would like my VIS to be read aloud  				☐	
· I would like to read it aloud myself; or							☐		
· I would like                                                              to read it out on my behalf		☐			
Or, I do not want my VIS to be read aloud. Please hand it up to the court			☐
	

Signed:

Dated:


Please fill out, sign and attach your Victim Impact Statement to the back of this form and provide it to the ACT Director of Public Prosecutions. 
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Attachment B




VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT

Name of primary victim:

Name of offender:

Name of person making statement:

Nature and length of relationship with primary victim:

Criminal charges:

Court:

Date:

I consent to the tender of this statement in Court proceedings					☐

Please select from the boxes below to reflect how you would like your VIS presented
to the Court:
	
I would like my VIS to be read aloud				☐	
· I would like to read it aloud myself; or							☐		
· I would like                                                              to read it out on my behalf		☐	
Or, I do not want my VIS to be read aloud. Please hand it up to the court			☐
	
Signed:

Dated:


Where possible, the primary victim should provide their consent below:

I do not object to the abovementioned person making this Victim Impact Statement to the court.

Signed: 

Date:

Please fill out, sign and attach your Victim Impact Statement to the back of this form and provide it to the ACT Director of Public Prosecutions. 
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Attachment C




VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT


Name of primary victim: 					

Name of offender:					

Name of person making statement:	

Nature and length of relationship with primary victim:			

Criminal charges:								

Court:													
Date:					




I consent to the tender of this statement in Court proceedings					☐

Please select from the boxes below to reflect how you would like your VIS presented
to the Court:
	
I would like my VIS to be read aloud  				☐	
· I would like to read it aloud myself; or							☐		
· I would like                                                              to read it out on my behalf		☐			
Or, I do not want my VIS to be read aloud. Please hand it up to the court			☐
	

Signed:

Dated:


Please fill out, sign and attach your Victim Impact Statement to the back of this form and provide it to the ACT Director of Public Prosecutions. 
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